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gradually increasing temptation in the direction of
stimulants ?

A remarkably clear light is thrown upon Margaret
at this period in that curious booklet, " The Love
Letters of Dr. Elisha Kane/' It was in 1852 that
Dr. Kane, afterwards the famous Arctic explorer, met
Margaret Fox, who was a beautiful and attractive
girl. To her Kane wrote those love letters which
record one of the most curious courtships in literature.
Elisha Kane, as his first name might imply, was a man
of Puritan extraction, and Puritans, with their belief
that the Bible represents the absolutely final word in
spiritual inspiration and that they understand what
that last word means, are instinctively antagonistic to a
new cult which professes to show that new sources
and new interpretations are still available.

He was also a doctor of medicine, and the medical
profession is at the same time the most noble and the
most cynically incredulous in the world. From the
first Kane made up his mind that the young girl was
involved in fraud, and formed the theory that her
elder sister Leah was, for purposes of gain, exploiting
the fraud. The fact that Leah shortly afterwards
married a wealthy man named Underbill, a Wall
Street insurance magnate, does not appear to have
modified Kane's views as to her greed for illicit
earnings. The doctor formed a close friendship with
Margaret, put her under his own aunt for purposes
of education whilst he was away in the Arctic, and
finally married her under the curious Gretna Green
kind of marriage law which seems to have prevailed
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